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Lefs fearful than difcreet , 

^ ou love the fundamental part of Hate, 

More than you doubt the charge of ’t. Shakefpeare’ s Coriot. 

1 o eider years to be difcreet and grave. 

Then to old age maturity (he gave. Denham. 

It is the utfcreet man, not the witty, nor the learned, nor the 
brave, who guides the convention, and gives meafures to 

a. mX , forwlrH . N “' 

Dear youth, by fortune favour’d, but by Love 
Alas . not favour’d lefs, be dill as now 

p, ifrreet. Thomfon s Summer, l. r 33 e. 

Discreetly adv. [from difcreet .] Prudently; cautioufly; 
circumfpeclly. 1 1 

Poets lofe half the praife they (hould have got, 

Lould it be known what they difcreetly blot. ° Walter. 
I he labour of obedience, loyalty, and fubje&ion, is rid 
more but for a man honeftly and difcreetly to fit dill. South. 

rp. ; , f P rin g s from hufks difcreetly y. Philips. 

1 he dulled brain, if gently dirr’d, 

Perhaps may waken to a humming bird ; 

The mod reclufe, difcreetly open’d, find 

Congenial objedl in the cockle kind. D unclad, h. iv. /. 4 37. 

S^dSSon^ [f, ' 0ni difcreet ^ The quality of being dif- 

DJ c^ EP f N ?/ f difcrepantla, Latin. ] Difference ; 

conti ariety ; d [(agreement. 

Di'scr era NT. adj. [ diferepans , Latin.] Different ; difagreeuw • 
contrary. ^ 1 

Discrete, adj. [ difcretus , Latin.] 

1. Diflinft; disjoined ; not continuous. 

Df crete quantity, or different individuals, are mea- 
led by number, without any breaking continuity, that is, 
m things that have continuity, as continued quantity and 
motion Hales Origin, cf Mankind. 

2. Disjunctive ; as, I refjgn ?vy life , but net my honour , is a dif 
crete propofition. 

3. Dijcrete proportion is when the ratio between two pairs of 
numbers or quantities is the fame ; but there is not the fame 
proportion between all the four : thus, 6 : 8 : : 3 : 4. Harris. 

Discretion, n. f [from diferetio , Latin.] 

1. Prudence ; knowledge to govern or diredt one’s felf; (kill * 
wife management. 5 

Nothing then was further thought upon for the manner of 
governing; but all permitted unto their wifdom and diferetion 
which were to rule. Holer, b. i.f 10. 

A knife may be taken away from a child, without de- 
pt iv mg them of the benefits thereof, which have years and 
dijeretion to ufe i t. Hooker, b.iv.f 12 . 

It io not good that children {hould know any wickednefs : 
old (oiks, you know, have diferetion , as they fay, and know 
the world. . Shakefpeare' s Merry Wives of IVindJ'or . 

All this was order’d by the good diferetion 
Of the right reverend cardinal of York. Shakefp. HenfHll. 
The pleafure of commanding our paffions is to. be preferred 
before any fenfual pleafure ; becaufe it is the pleafure of wif- 
dom and diferetion . Tilloifon. 

But care in poetry mud: ftill be had. 

It afks diferetio n, ev’n in running mad. Pope's Eff. on Cr it. 
There is no talent fo ufeful towards rifing in the world, or 
which puts men more out of the reach of fortune than dif 
crefion , a fpecies of lower prudence. Swift. 

2. Liberty of a&ing at pleafure; uncontrolled, and uncondi- 
tional power ; as, he furrenders at diferetion ; that is, without 
ftipulation. 

Discretionary, adj. [from diferetion:] Left at large; unli- 
mited ; unreftrained. 

A deacon may have a difpenfation for entering into orders 
before he is twenty three years of age, and it is difretionary in 
the bifliop to admit him to that order at what time he thinks 
ht* ^ . Aylijf's Par ergon. 

T he major being a perfon of confummate experience, was 
inverted with a diferetionary power. Tatler , N° 61 

Dis creTive. adj. [ difcretus , Latin.] 

1. [In logick.J Decretive propofitions are fuch wherein vari- 
ous, and (eemingly oppofite judgements are made, whofe va- 
riety or diftin&ion is noted by the particles but , tho\ yet , &c. 
as, travellers may change their climate , but not their temper : 
fob was patient , tho’ bis grief was great. Watts's Logie . 

2 .[In grammar.] Diferetive conjunctions are fuch as imply op- 
pofition ; as, not a man but a beajl . 

Discri'minable. adj. [from dif criminate.] Diftinguifhable by 

. outward marks or tokens. Did J. 

To IHSCRFMINATE. v. a. [ diferimino , Latjn.] 

1. To mark with notes of difference; to diftinguifh by certain 
tokens from another. 

Oyfters and cockles and mufcles, which move not, have no 
df criminate fex. Bacon's Natural Hi ft or y , N g . 875-. 

1 here are three forts of it differing in finenefs from each 
other, and df criminated by the natives by three peculiar 
names. Boyle. 
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The right hand is diferiminated from the left by a mt- .1 
neceflary, and never to be confounded diftinction ( Ura ' 


ld | ion - South 

... ~ -7 ^^'“i.uicniv.e be no 

£^^* 3*7 »#*** Urn from 


Although the features of his countenance be no reafon of 


other perfon, whom (lie is not to obey. Vv™ ^ 

There may be ways of. diferminating the voice • as 
nefs and gravity, the feveral degrees of rifing and faliiTf^' 
one tone or note to another. 

2. I o felect or feparate from others. 0 l£ ler. 

are Y to tint ^ - f ^ y ° U are HOt ’ than Vhzt you 
are, to that dij criminating mercy, to which alone you IZ 

your exemption from miferies. } ° We 

Discriminate ness. n.f. [from dif 'criminate.] Diffinfol. 
marked difference. lcl “ Ui 5 

DlS 'ru II vi INA TI ,° N ' C frc ff difriminatio, Latin.] ^ 
T if, ftate of bein S diflirtguiflied from other perfons or thin* 
I here is a reverence left to be (hewed them on the accoL 
of their dfcrimination from other places, and feparation f n * 

2 Thtn^'f A- a- . gSfi llingfiept ’ i Def. of Life, on R om . ij 

2 ’ ,™ e ai -tof diftinguiftung one (rom another; diftinaion • 
difference put. ; > 

A fatire fliould expofe nothing but what is corrigible an«l 
make a du dif crimination between tliofe that are^and’thofe 
who are not the proper objects of it. Addifon's Spectator. 

hy t'lat prudent dijcnmincition made between the offenders 
of different degrees, he aoliges thofe whom he lias diftin 
guifiied as objects of mercy. Addforis Freeholder N° 

3 . The mark? of diftinaion. ’ -3 1 - 

- lee ^ °i abettm g an y faa ions, or applying any pub- 
lick (hjcrinunations in mutters of religion. King Charles . 

Letteis aiife from the firft original difernmnatiom of voice 
by way of articulation, .whereby the ear is able to judge and’ 
obferve the differences of vocal founds Holder’s El. of Speech 
Discriminative, adj. [from .dija iminate ] 

1. '1 hat which makes the mark of diftinaion ; charaaeriftical. 

1 he only (landing teft, and dfcrimincUve charaderiftick of 
any metal or mineral, mull be fought for in the conftituent 

„ n,a “ ero (. it 1 , r ,. n _. Wood-ward. 

2. 1 hat which obferves diffinction. 

Difr i mi native providence knew before the nature and 
courle of all things. Adore' s Antidote againft Atbeifm. 

DiSCRi'minous. adj. [from dfcrimen y Latin.] Dangerous; 
hazkH*dous. 

Any kind of fpitting of blood imports a very dfriminrus 
ffate, unlefs it happens upon the gaping of a vein opened by 
a plethory. ^ . Harvey on Conjumptions ; 

Discu Ei r o R y . adj. [ dfeubi i or tus^ Lat.J Fitted to the pofture 
of leaning. 

After bathing they retired to bed, and refrefhed themfelves 
with a repaff ; and fo that cuffom, by degrees, changed their 
cubiculary beds into difubit ry Brown's Vulgar Kr , ours , b. v. 
Discu'mbency. n.f [dif umbe:is y Latin.] -The a & of lean- 
ing at meat, after the ancient manner. 

The Girceks and Romans u fed the cuffom of difwnbency at 
meals, which was upon their left fide ; for fo their right hand 
was free and ready for ail fcrvic . Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 
To Disc uTi per. v . a. [ dis and cumber.] 1 o dilengage from 

any troublefome weigh: or bulk .T 

His limbs df cumber'd of the clinging veft, 

He binds the facred cincture round his breaft. Pope's Odyff. 
To DiscuTe. v. a. [ decouvrir , French.] To difeover; to 
reveal. A word perhaps peculiar to Spenfer . 

I will, if pleafe you it dif cure, allay 
To eafe you of that ill. Fairy bgueen. 

DISCIFRSiYE. adj. [difcurffE rench, from dfcurro, Latin.] 

1. Moving here and there; roving. 

Some noifes help deep ; as the blowing of the wind, and 
the trickling of water : they move a gentle attention, and 
whatfoever moveth attention, without too much labour, ftilleth 
the natural and dfcurfve motion of the fpirits. Bacon's N. Hijh 

2. Proceeding by regular gradation from premifes to confe- 
quences; argumentative. This is fometimes, perhaps not 
improperly, written dfcurfve. 

I here is a fancStity of foul and body, of more efficacy for 
the receiving of divine truths, than the greateft pretences to 
dfcurfve demonftration. • More's Divine Dialogues. 

A. here hath been much difpute touching the knowledge of 
brutes, whether they have a kind of dfcurfve faculty, which 
fome call reafon. Hale's Origin of Mankind * 

Discursively, adv . [from dfcurfve r ] By due gradation of 
argument. 

We have a principle within, whereby we think, and we 

know we think ; whereby we do difcurfvclyi and by way of 

ratiocination, deduce one thing from another. - Hale > 

Discu'rsory. adj. [dfcurfor^sHxn.] Argumental; rational. 

DISCUS, n.f [Latin.] A k quoit; a heavy piece ot iron 

thrown in the ancient (ports. 

From Elatreus’ flrong arm .the dif us flies, 

And fings with unmatch’d force along the (kies. Pope r Odyft 

To DISCIFSS. v. a. [ difeutio , difcujfum , Latin.] 

i. To examine; to ventilate; to clear by ciifquifition, 

] We 


/ 


. } 
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We are to difeufs only thofe general exceptions which have 
been taken. Hooker , b. iv. f 1 • 

His ufage was to commit the difeuffing of caufes privately to 
certain perfons learned in the laws. Ay life's Par ergon. 

This knotty point ffiould you and I dfeufs , 

Or tell a tale. Pope. 

2. To difperfe any humour or fvvelling. 

Discusser, n.f [from dijeufs.] He that difeuffes; an exa- 
miner. 

Discussion, n.f [from dfeufs .] 

I; Difquifition ; examination ; ventilation of a queftion. 

Truth cannot be found without fome labour and intentioli 
of the mind, and the thoughts dwelling a confiderable time 
upon the furvey and difcujfon of each particular. South * 

Various difcujfons tear our heated brain : 

Opinions often turn; ftill doubts remain; 

And who indulges thought, increafes pain. Prior 

2. [In furgery.] Difcujfon or refolution is nothing elfe but 
breathing out the humours by infenfible tranfpiration. Wifeman. 

Discu'ssive. adj . [from dfeufs.] Having the power to difeufs 
or difperfe any noxious matter. 

DiscuTient. n.f [ difutiens , Latin.] A medicine that has 
power to repel or drive back the matter or tumours in the 
blood, with tendency to feparate. It fometimes means the 
lame as carminative. Sjuincy. 

The fwellings arifing from thefe require to be treated, in 
their beginning, with moderate repellents and difutients. B ije. 

To DISDA'IN. v. a. [dedaigner, French.] Tolcorn; to con- 
lider as unworthy of one’s charade r* * 

There is nothing fo great, which I will fear to do for you ; 
nor nothing fo fmall, which I will difdain to do for you. Sidn. 

They do difdain us much beyond our thoughts, 

Which makes me fweat with wrath. Shakejp. Coriolanus. 

What fafe and nicely I might well delay 
By rule of knighthood, I difdain and fpurn. Shakef K.Lear. 

Tell him, Cato 

Dfdains a life which he has power to offer. Addifon's Cato. 

DjsDAin. n.f [ fdegno , Ital.] Contempt; fcorn; contemp- 
tuous anger; indignation. 

Children being haughty, through dfdain and want of nur- 
ture, do ftain the nobility of their kindred. Eccluf xxii. io. 

But againft you, ye Greeks, ye coward train, 

Gods ! how my foul is mov’d with juft difdain ! Pope's Od . 

Disdainful, adj. [difdain anA full.] Contemptuous; haugh- 
tily fcornful ; indignant. 

There will come a time when three words, uttered with 
charity and meeknefs, (hall receive a far more bieffed reward 
than three thoufand volumes, written with dfdainful lharpnefs 
of wit. • Hooker , Preface. 

The queen is obftinate. 

Stubborn to juftice, apt t’ accufe it, 

Dfdainful to be tried by’t. Shakefpeare .' 

Seek through this grove ; 

A fweet Athenian lady is in love 

With a dfdainful youth : anoint his eyes ; 

But do it when the next thing he efpies 

Shall be the lady. Shakefpeare' s Midjummer Night's Dream. 

But thofe I can accufe, I can forgive : 

By my dfdainful filence let them live. Dry den. 

I he dfdainful foul came ruffling through the wound. Dry. 

Disdainfully, adv. [from dfdainful.] Gontemptuoufly ; 
with haughty fcorn; with indignation. 

Either greet him not, 

Or elfe difdain fully, which fhall ihake him more 
Than if not look’d on. Shakejp care’s Dr oil. and Crefftda. 

It is not to infylt and domineer, to look dfdainfully , and 
revile imperiouflv, that procures efteem from any one. South. 

Disdainfulness, n.f. [from dfdainful.] Contempt; con- 
temptuoufnefs ; haughty fcorn. 

Can I (orget, when they in prifon placing her, 

With fwelling heart, in fpite and due dfdainfulnefs j 
She lay for dead, ’till I help’d with unlacing her. Sidney. 
A proud dfdainfulnefs of other good men in all honeft 
matters. . Afcham's Schoolmafler. 

DISEASE, n.f [dis and eafe.] Diftemper; malady; figknefs : 
morbid ffate. 

What’s the difeefe he means ? 

’ I is call’d the evil. Shakefpeare/ s Macbeth. 

It is idle to propofe remedies before we are affured of the 
clfeafe , or to be in pain ’till we are convinced of the danger. 

Swift's P rojeft for the Advancement of Religion. 

Then wafteful forth 

Walks the dire power of peftilent dif eafe. Thomf Summer. 

To Disease, v.a. [from the noun.] 

I. To afflict with difeafe; to torment with ficknefs; to make 
morbid; to infeft. 

We are all difeafe d. 

And with our furfeiting and wanton hours 
Have brought ourfelves into a burning fever. 

And we muff bleed for it. Shakefpeare' s Henry IV . p , ii. 

Flatt’rers yet wear filk, drink wine, lie foft, 

Hug' their df eas'd perfumes, and have forgot 
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That ever Timon was. > Shakefpeare s Tim on. 

Let her alone, lady : as fhe is now, fte will but difeafe om 
better mirth. Shakejyeare s Coi tolanuls. 

He was dfeafed in his feet. 1 Kings xv. 23. 

2* To put to pain ; to pain ; to make uneafy. 

Though great light be infuftcrable to our eyes, yet trie 
higheft degree of darknefs does not at all difeefe them. . Locke . 

Disea'sedness. n.f [from dfeafed.] Sicknefs ; morbidne(s; 
the ffate of being difeafed. 

This is a reftoration to fome former ffate ; not that ffate 
of indigency and dfeafednefs. Burnet's Theory of the Earth , 

Dise'dced. adj. [dis and edge.] Blunted; obtunded; dulled. 

I grieve my felf 

To think, when thou (halt be df edg'd by her 
Whom now thou tir’ft on, how thy memory 
Will then be pang’d by me. Shakefpeare' s Cytnbeline • 

To DisembaRk. v. a. [dis and embark.] T. o carry to land. 

I muff unto the road, to di (embark 
Some neceflaries. Shakefpeare s Two Gentlemen of V crond. 

To DisembaRk. v. n. To land ; to go on land. 

There difembarking on the green fea-fide. 

We land our cattle, and the fpoil divide. Pope's Odyffiy. 

To DisembFtteR. v.a. [dis and embitter.] T o fv/eeten ; to 
free from bitternefs ; to clear from acrimony. 

Encourage fuch innocent arnufements as may dif embit- 
ter the minds bf men, and make them mutually rejoice in 
the fame agreeable fatisfaftions. Addifon's Freeholder , N°. 34 * 

Disembo'di ed. adj. [dis and embodied.] Diverted ot their 
bodies. 

To D ise m b o'g ue. v.a. [ difm r oucher 3 old F rench . Skinner. ] 
To pour out at the mouth of a river; to vent. 

Rivers 

In ample oceans dfemkogii d, are loft. Dry den's Ovid . 

Rolling down, the fteep Timavus raves, 

And through nine channels difetnbogues his waves. Addifofi. 

To Diseme /gue. v. n. To gain a vent; to flow. 

By eminences placed up and down the globe, the rivers 
make innumberable turnings and windings, and at laft difem - 
bogue in feveral mouths into the fea. Cheyne s Phil . Prtrt . 

Disembowelled, participial adj. [dis and embowel.] Taken 
from put the bowels. 

So her dijbnbowell' d web, 

Arachne in a hall or kitchen fpreads^ 

Obvious to vagrant flies. Phillips. 

To DiseMjbro'il. v.a. [debouiller^ French.] To difentangie; 
to free from perplexity; to reduce from confufion. 

1 hen earth from air, and Rea's from earth were driv’n. 
And groffel* air funk from etherial heav’n ; 

Thus df embroil' d, they take their proper place. Dry den. 

The fyftem of his politicks \s dj embroiled, and cleared of all 
thofe incoherences and independent matters that are woven 
into this motly piece. Addijcn's Wh g Examiner. 

10 DisenaRle. v.a . [dis and enable .] To deprive of power ; 
to difable ; to fink into wealenefs; to weaken. 

Now age has overtaken me ; and want, a more infufferable 
evil, through the change of the times, has wholly difenabled 
me * Dry den' s Juvenal , Dedication. 






I o free from the 
rom the power of 


Sidney. 

Denham. 


Dry den. 


i o DjsenchaRt. v. a. f dis and enchant. 
force of an enchantment ; to deliver 
charms or fpells. 

Alas ! let your own brain difenchant you. 

Mufc, ftoop thy dfenchanted wing to truth. 

Hafte to thy work ; a noble ftroke or two 

Ends all the charms, and dtjenchants the grove 

To Disencu'mber. v.a . [dis and encumber.] 

1 . To difeharge from incumbrances ; to free from clogs and im- 
pediments ; to difburthen ; to exonerate. 

It will need the actual intention, the particular ftrefs and 
application^ of the whole foul, to df encumber and fet it free, 
to fcour off its ruff, and remove thofe hindrances which would 
other wife clog and check the freedom of its operations. Spratt . 

The dif encumber'd foul 

Flew off and left behind the clouds and ftarry pole. Dryd. 

Dreams look like the arnufements of the foul, when fhe is 
df encumbered of her machine; her fports and recreations, when 
(he has laid her charge afleep. Spectator, N°. 487. 

2. I o free from obftruction of any kind. 

Dim night had dif encumber'd heav’n. Milton’s Par. Loft. 

The church of St. Tuftina, defigned by Palladio, is the 
molt handfome, luminous, dij encumbered building, in the in- 
fide, that I have ever feen ; and is efteemed, by many artifts 
one of the fined works in Italy. Addifon’s Remarks on hall. 

Disen cu mbranCe. n f. [from the verb.] Freedom from 
incumbrance. 

There are many who make a figure below what their for- 
tune or merit entitles them to, out of mere choice, and an 
elegant defire of eafe and difencumbrance. Spectator N° 264. 

To Disenga'ge. v. a. j dis and enga^e.~\ 

1. To feparate from any thing with which it is in union. 

Some others, being very light, would float up and down 
a good while, before they could wholly d, /engage themfelves 
and defeend. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 
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